
ASSESSMENT BY THE COMMONWEALTH OMBUDSMAN FOR TABLING IN PARLIAMENT 
Under s 486O of the Migration Act 1958 

This is the fourth s 486O assessment on Mr X who has remained in immigration detention for a 
cumulative period of more than 60 months (five years). The previous assessment 1001645-O was tabled 
in Parliament on 1 March 2017. This assessment provides an update and should be read in conjunction 
with the previous assessments. 

Name  Mr X  

Citizenship Country A 

Year of birth  1976 

Ombudsman ID  1001645-O1 

Date of department’s 
reports 

11 May 2017 and 9 November 2017  

Total days in detention  1,822 (at date of department’s latest report) 

Recent detention history  

Since the Ombudsman’s previous assessment, Mr X has remained at Yongah Hill Immigration 
Detention Centre.  

Recent visa applications/case progression  

13 February 2017 The Minister declined to intervene under s 195A of the Migration Act 
1958 to grant Mr X a bridging visa. 

23 February 2017 and  
12 October 2017 

The Federal Circuit Court (FCC) adjourned the hearing of Mr X’s 
application for judicial review of the Immigration Assessment Authority’s 
decision to affirm the refusal of Mr X’s Safe Haven Enterprise visa 
application. 

3 July 2017 Mr X’s case was identified for possible referral to the Minister under  
s 195A. On 14 September 2017 the matter was finalised without referral 
to the Minister.  

Health and welfare  

International Health and Medical Services advised that Mr X attended a mental health assessment in 
October 2016 and presented with stress, rumination and reduced appetite related to his immigration 
pathway. Mr X advised that he would be unable to guarantee his safety if he received a negative 
outcome on his pending visa application, but declined a referral for specialist counselling. He 
attended a follow-up assessment in January 2017 and presented with low stress with no self-harm 
concerns. In July 2017 he was placed on Supportive Monitoring and Engagement observations after 
concerns were raised during a mental health assessment. His condition continued to be monitored by 
the mental health team (MHT).  
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Information provided by Mr X  

During an interview with Ombudsman staff on 25 May 2017 Mr X advised that he had attempted to 
engage a lawyer to assist with his application at the FCC, but had not had any success. He stated that 
he had contacted Legal Aid and other groups and had been advised to either contact other people or 
engage a private lawyer, but he did not have the ability to pay their fees. He reported that he had 
seen a case manager three times since his transfer from Wickham Point Alternative Place of 
Detention and their final discussion had concerned the possible grant of a bridging visa.  

Mr X advised that he was active, his physical health was good, and he participated in the organised 
activities. He reported that he had engaged with the MHT, but did not know whether they had been 
helpful.  

Mr X stated that he was in contact with a friend in Australia, and spoke with representatives from 
advocacy groups who visited. He advised that his wife remains in Country A, but she was isolated and 
he did not know where she was currently living.  

Case status  

Mr X was detained on 13 November 2012 after arriving in Australia by sea and has remained in an 
immigration detention facility for a cumulative period of more than five years.   

At the time of the department’s latest report Mr X was awaiting the outcome of judicial review. 

 


