
ASSESSMENT BY THE COMMONWEALTH OMBUDSMAN FOR TABLING IN PARLIAMENT 
Under s 486O of the Migration Act 1958  

This is the third s 486O assessment on Mr X who has remained in immigration detention for more than 
48 months (four years). The previous assessment 1001818-O was tabled in Parliament on 1 March 2017. 
This assessment provides an update and should be read in conjunction with the previous assessments. 

Name  Mr X 

Citizenship Country A 

Year of birth  1985 

Ombudsman ID  1001818-O1 

Date of DIBP’s reports 11 January 2017 and 13 July 2017 

Total days in detention  1,458 (at date of DIBP’s latest report) 

Recent detention history  

Since the Ombudsman’s previous assessment, Mr X remained at Facility B.  

20 October 2016 Transferred to Facility C.  

6 April 2017 Transferred to Facility D.  

20 April 2017 Transferred to Facility C.  

29 June 2017 Transferred to Facility E. 

5 July 2017 Transferred to Facility C. 

Recent visa applications/case progression  

26 July 2016 – 
20 September 2016 

Lodged five bridging visa applications, all of which were deemed invalid.  

25 October 2016 Mr X provided a response to identity concerns raised by the Department 
of Immigration and Border Protection (the department). 

11 January 2017 The Department advised that Mr X is a person of interest to the 
department in relation to his security risk and alleged criminal behaviour 
in immigration detention.  

The department further advised that Mr X is a person of an interest to 
an external agency.  

1 May 2017 Requested removal to Country F on the basis of his claimed ethnicity 
and right to Country F citizenship. The department subsequently 
assessed the evidence provided by Mr X supporting his right to  
Country F citizenship and concluded that it failed to support his claim.   

15 May 2017 Mr X notified the department that he wished to substitute his existing 
Temporary Protection visa (TPV) application with a Safe Haven 
Enterprise visa (SHEV) application. The department advised that it was 
assisting him to do so.  

7 July 2017  The department advised that Mr X’s security assessment had been 
finalised.  
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Other legal matters 

December 2016 and  
February 2017 

Mr X attended court in relation to multiple criminal charges, including 
indecent assault, causing harm to a commonwealth officer, obstructing a 
commonwealth officer and six counts of using carriage to cause offence. 
A trial regarding the charge of indecent assault was scheduled to 
commence in August 2017.  

Health and welfare  

International Health and Medical Services (IHMS) advised that Mr X has a history of complex mental 
health concerns, including borderline personality disorder, paranoia and insomnia. Mr X was placed 
on Supportive Monitoring and Engagement observations on multiple occasions following incidents of 
self-harm and transferred to hospital on 22 March 2017 after attempting suicide. He was 
subsequently admitted to a psychiatric hospital on 7 April 2017 for assessment and the treating 
psychiatrist advised that his behaviour was related to chronic suicidal ideation and perceived 
persecution. The psychiatrist further advised that Mr X refused to engage with psychological 
programs and was uncooperative during the admission.  

Following his discharge on 20 April 2017, Mr X was diagnosed with depression and referred for 
psychological counselling. He was also advised to continue taking prescribed antidepressant 
medication, however an IHMS psychiatrist raised concerns about his non-compliance and 
recommended the medication be ceased. He has since refused to engage with the mental health 
team, but continued to attend psychological counselling and psychiatric reviews.  

Mr X also remained electively mute during this assessment period. A speech pathologist identified 
possible neurological and muscle abnormalities and he was referred to a neurologist.  

IHMS further advised that Mr X received treatment for physical health concerns, including migraines 
and lower back pain.  

2 – 12 October 2016 IHMS advised that Mr X self-harmed on three occasions. 

4 October 2016 – 
27 April 2017 

Incident Reports recorded that Mr X threatened self-harm on 15 
occasions. 

22 March 2017 – 
30 June 2017 

Incident Reports recorded that Mr X self-harmed on three occasions. 

6 – 20 April 2017  Admitted to a psychiatric hospital.  

Recent detention incidents  

Incident Reports recorded that Mr X was allegedly involved in numerous behavioural incidents during 
this assessment period, including displaying aggressive, threatening and abusive behaviour towards 
detention centre staff. The department advised that Mr X’s history of behavioural incidents has 
resulted in a risk rating and conditional engagement instruction that presents a barrier to the 
department engaging with Mr X.   

October 2016 An Incident Report recorded that Mr X allegedly held a Serco officer in 
his room against their will and the incident was referred to the police 
for investigation.  

Mr X subsequently alleged that he had been sexually assaulted by the 
Serco officer, however he declined to be interviewed by the police or 
attend a medical assessment.  

18 October 2016 An Incident Report recorded that Mr X alleged that a Serco officer had 
made an unsolicited sexual approach.  
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May 2017 An Incident Report recorded that Mr X failed to attend a scheduled 
court appearance as he refused to be placed in restraints during the 
transfer.  

Other matters  

6 July 2016 – 
25 July 2017 

Mr X lodged 11 complaints with the Office of the Commonwealth 
Ombudsman in relation to his immigration detention. All of Mr X’s 
complaints have been finalised.  

17 January 2017 Mr X lodged a complaint with the department’s Global Feedback Unit 
alleging that he had been assaulted by a Serco officer at Facility C. On  
24 January 2017 Serco provided a response and the matter was 
finalised.  

Ombudsman assessment  

Mr X was detained on 15 July 2013 after arriving in Australia by sea and has been held in an 
immigration detention facility for more than four years.  

Mr X lodged a TPV application on 27 October 2015 and on 15 May 2017 he notified the department 
that he wished to substitute this existing TPV application with a SHEV application. The department 
advised that it was assisting Mr X with this process.  

The Ombudsman notes with concern the government’s duty of care to detainees and the serious risk 
to physical and mental health prolonged immigration detention may pose. IHMS has advised that  
Mr X has a complex history of mental health concerns, including borderline personality disorder, and 
has remained electively mute for more than three and a half years. Mr X has self-harmed and 
threatened self-harm on multiple occasions during this assessment period and was admitted to a 
psychiatric hospital after attempting suicide.  

The Ombudsman further notes that Mr X has ongoing criminal matters before the courts and is 
considered a person of interest to the department and an external agency. Mr X’s history of 
behavioural incidents has resulted in a risk rating and conditional engagement instruction that 
presents a barrier to the department engaging with him.  

 

 


