
ASSESSMENT BY THE COMMONWEALTH OMBUDSMAN FOR TABLING IN PARLIAMENT 
Under s 486O of the Migration Act 1958 

This is the third s 486O assessment on Mr X who has remained in immigration detention for more than 
54 months (four and a half years). 

The first assessment 1001979 was tabled in Parliament on 12 August 2015 and the second assessment 
1003350 was tabled in Parliament on 8 November 2016. This assessment provides an update and should 
be read in conjunction with the previous assessments.  

Name  Mr X 

Citizenship Country A 

Year of birth  1989 

Ombudsman ID  1002100-O 

Date of DIBP’s reviews 2 November 2016 and 1 May 2017 

Total days in detention  1,640 (at date of DIBP’s latest review) 

Recent detention history  

Since the Ombudsman’s previous assessment (1003350), Mr X has remained in community detention.  

Recent visa applications/case progression  

The Department of Immigration and Border Protection (the department) advised that it continues to 
explore options to further enhance Mr X’s ability to communicate and support his welfare needs, with 
the assistance of Deaf Services Queensland (DSQ) and Mr X’s service provider, the Multicultural 
Development Association (MDA). At the time of the department’s latest review, Mr X was receiving 
increased support services to assist him with lodging a temporary visa application.  

13 September 2016 The department requested that MDA seek an updated proposal from 
DSQ detailing additional services available to Mr X. 

17 October 2016 MDA provided an updated proposal. The department approved the 
proposal on 2 November 2016.  

Health and welfare  

International Health and Medical Services advised that Mr X continued to engage in an education 
program with DSQ to increase his sign language, to promote communication skills and to assist him 
with engaging in the community. The program includes seven hours of work per week as well as 
frequent community outings. DSQ reported in November 2016 that Mr X continued to show 
improvement. On 29 July 2016 a request was made for a referral to an Ear Nose and Throat specialist 
for advice regarding a cochlear implant, with an appointment yet to be scheduled. Mr X’s condition 
continued to be managed by his general practitioner, an audiologist and DSQ.  

 

 

 

 



 2 

Case status 

Mr X was detained on 3 November 2012 after arriving in Australia by sea and has been held in 
detention for more than four and a half years.  

The Ombudsman’s previous assessment (1003350) recommended that the department review its 
decision to decline DSQ’s request for additional funding.   

On 8 November 2016 the Minister advised that the department was investigating whether a request 
for increased funding for support services had been made for Mr X and if it was found to have been 
declined, the department would review that decision.  

On 2 November 2016 the department approved increased funding for Mr X’s support services. 

On 1 May 2017 the department advised that Mr X was receiving increased support services to assist 
him with lodging a temporary visa application. 

 


