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Participants in the Pacific Ombudsmen Network, meeting in Auckland on 1 and 2 November 2007:
(back row, left to right) Mr John Belgrave (NZ), Mr Greg Andrews (NSW), Mr Justin Kamupala

(Niue), Mr  Tebebeku Teia (Kiribati), Ms Charmaine Rodrigues (UNDP), Mr Ron Brent (Australia), Mr
Pilimisolo Tamoua (Tonga), Mr David Geyer (AusAID), Mr Maiava lulai Toma (Samoa), Mr Henry

Ivarature (PIF); (front row, left to right) Mr Joe Poraiwai (Solomon Islands),

Ms Judith Waleanisia

(Solomon Islands), Ms Janet Maki (Cook Islands), Ms Patricia Kalpokas (Vanuatu), Dr Stephen
Ranck (Australia), Mr lla Geno (PNG), Mr Peter Taurakoto (Vanuatu). (absent from photo - Pauline

Fowlie).

Update from the Commonwealth
Ombud sman

Welcome to another challenging year

in building a vibrant Ombudsman

network in the Pacific. A great deal of

activity is planned this year, which

should see frequent contact and
visits between Ombudsman offices in

Australian and the Pacific. The year
commences with a visit by
experienced Ombudsman staff to
smaller island countries in February
and March.

| am pleased that the Canberra team
has been strengthened with Pauline
Fowlie recently being confirmed as

the successful candidate to join
Steve Ranck in running international
projects. This will enable Pauline to
strengthen the ties she has quickly
developed with Ombudsman staff in
our region. | am sure you all join me
in congratulating Pauline on her
appointment.

There is unfortunately a sad note to
the beginning of this year, as we lost
two dear friends. The New Zealand
Chief Ombudsman, John Belgrave,
passed away in December 2007.
John was a fine leader and a good
friend to all Ombudsman offices in
the Pacific region. John worked hard



